
Flt Lt David Ramsay DFC Croix de Guerre (Belgium) RCAF J/12973

David Ramsay was a Canadian bomb-aimer, killed when his Pathfinder Lancaster was
attacked by a night-fighter and exploded over Belgium.

He was the part of an experienced crew headed by the Deputy Master Bomber S/L Teddy
Blenkinsop DFC during a raid on the marshalling yards at Montzer not far from the
Belgian/German border. They were flying in Lancaster III JA976 LQ-S of 405 (Vancouver)
Squadron on the night of 27/28 April 1944.

Their aircraft had taken off from Gransden Lodge seconds after midnight as part of a force of
one hundred and forty-four aircraft which caused considerable damage at a cost of fourteen
Halifax aircraft and a single Lancaster, David’s JA976 LQ-S. It was attacked by a night fighter
and exploded and crashed at Webbekon, east of Leuven. S/L Blenkinsop along with the
navigator were blown clear but the others, including David, died as the Lancaster crashed
near Webbekon, Diest in Belgium. The pilot was later to die in a German concentration camp
while the navigator died of his injuries a few days later.

David had earned his Distinguished Flying Cross following a tour of operations with 420
(Snowy Owl) Squadron RCAF, mainly in the Middle East where he flew numerous operations
as the bombing leader during the seven months he served in Africa. He is buried along with
five of his crew in Webbekon Churchyard and he was awarded his posthumous Croix de
Guerre by the Belgians in 1948. David was the son of Peter and Isabella Ramsay of Alberni on
Vancouver Island and had enlisted during a visit to Glasgow in Scotland.

The others who died were the pilot S/L Teddy Blenkinsop DFC Croix de Guerre RCAF, second
pilot Flt Lt Arnold Allen DFC RCAF, flight engineer, PO Robert Booth RCAF, navigator Flt Lt
George Smith RCAF, bomb-aimer Flt Lt David Ramsay DFC RCAF, wireless operator Flt Sgt
James Bradley, mid-upper gunner PO Leslie Foster RCAF and rear gunner PO Nicholas
Clifford RCAF.

David’s name can be found on panel 229.
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